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LESSONSTARTERSFORWEEKLYANDDAILYLESSONPLAN

PREPARATION

Theselessonstarterscanbemodifiedtobeusedinallsubjects.

Moreover,thesestarterscanbeusedasassessmentas/oflearninginthePhase2(Main)andthe

Reflectionstage.

1.MysteryBox

Theteacherbringsabagintotheclassroomthatcontainsanobjectthathasaconnectiontothe

lesson.Thenitispassedaroundandlearnerstrytodeterminewhatisinthebagjustbyfeelingit.

Thestudentwhoguessrightwins,andhenceintroducethelesson.

2.TheAnsweris

Studentsseetheanswerontheboard,perhapsapictureofobjectontheboard.Thestudentsmust

comeupwithquestionsinwhichtheanswercouldbetheobject/numberontheboard.

Thisstartercanbeusedalmostinallthesubjects.

3.OddOneOut

Thestudentwilllookat;forexamplefourpicturesorfournumbers.Threeofwhichhavesomething

incommonandoneistheoddone.Thelearneristopicktheoddoneout.Thisgamecouldbedonein

groupstobringcompetition

4.TheMemoryGame

Thestudentsareshownapicturewithmanythingsinitoralistofseveralwords.Thecatchisthey

areshownitforjustafewseconds.Thestudentsarethenaskedtorecallwhattheysawandwriteit

downintheirbooks.
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5.Pictionary

Preparealistofconcepts,ideasorobjectsthatrelatetothelessonyouareabouttoteach.dividethe

classintofourteams.Theteacherpresentstheleadersfromeachgroupaconcept.Theleaderthen

drawtheconceptsontheboard,whilsthis/hertermguesswhattheobjectis.

Theteamwhoguesscorrectlyfirstwins.

6.Listing

Teacherintroducesthelessontolearners.Studentsaretolistallthewordstheyassociatewiththe

topictobetreated.

Askthemtoputwordstogethertoformadefinition

7.PupilAsTeacher

Grouplearnersintothree(3),appointaleaderfromeachgrouptoactastheteacher.

Askthemtosummarizewhatwascoveredintheprevious/currentlesson.

Theclassisallowedtoposequestionstotheleaders.Thegroupwhosummarizeswellwins.

8.CatchPhrase

Displayanimageontheboard(relatingtothetopic)butcoveritup.Everytimeastudentastudent

answersaquestionthenshowalittlebitoftheimage.Thefirstpersontoguessthecorrectimage

wins.
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9.GuessWhat?

Putstudentsintopairsandhandoutawadofstickynotestoeachpair.Theywriteawordor

statementrelatingtothelessonandputitontheirpartnershead.Partnersaretoguesswhatis

writtenonthestickypapers.Thelearnerwhoguessrightwins

10.ExplainStatements

Putstudentsintogroupsofthree3andnumberthem1-3.Putthreenumberstatementsuptothe

whiteboardandaskstudentstoexplainthecorrespondingstatementstotheirgroup.Thegroupwho

explainswellwins.

11.NineBoxSquares.

Writeninekeywordsusedinthepreviouslesson,inboxesontheboard.Challengestudentstomakea

(historicallyaccurate)sentenceofatleastthreelinesorashortparagraphusingthemall

12.PlayKeyWordBingo

Askstudentstoselectsixwordsfromalistofkeywordsontheboardtocreateabingogrid.Read

outthedefinitiontostudents.Astheyidentifythem,theytickofftheirbingocards.Thefirststudent

togetafullhousewins

13.AnalyzeObjects

Bringinanobjectrelatingtowhatyouarestudyingandaskthestudentstodiscusswhattheythink

theobjectrepresents.
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14.Matchtheindividualtothequote

Givestudentsthenewnamesofkeyindividualsalongwithsourceswhichquotethem.

15.BacktotheBoardGame

Displaywordcardsontheteacherstableinfrontoftheclass.Groupclassintothreeorfour.

Inviteeachleaderfromthegroupinturnstofacetheclasswithhis/herbacktotheboard.Writea

letterontheboardfortheotherstomakeitssound.Theleaderthensearchthroughthewordcards

toidentifytheletter.

16.OnsetandRime

Writeonsetandrimewordsoncards.

Example.

Onsetletters Rime

Mixthecardsupandplacethemonatableorinabowlinfrontoftheclass.Apupilpicksacard,ifshe

picksanonset,shesearchesforcardwithaRimeandviceversa.Shethenputthetwocardstogether

andblendthesoundstoreadthewordandwriteitontheboard.

C at

M in

R an
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17.Blending

Groupstudentsintotwo.Choosetwomorepupilsfromeachgroup.Giveeachalettercardthat

makesupaword.Asktheonewiththefirstlettertogotoyourrighthandsideandtheothertoyour

lefthandside.Theyshouldbeasfarawayfromeachother.

Askthemtostartwalkingslowlytowardseachother.Astheywalk,eachshouldbesayingthesound

ofhisletteroutloud.Example

aaaaaaa. ssssssss

Whenpupilsmeet,askthemtosoundoutthelettersonthewordcardsoneaftertheotherinorderto

formaword.

18.Theballgame

Asklearnerstoformabigcircle,withoneofthestudentholdingtheball.Thelearnerwiththeball

startsmentioningaword(examplesof;actionwords,partsofthecomputer,partsofthehuman

body,andfestivalsinGhanaetc.)

Hethenthrowstheballtoanotherstudenttomentionhis.Anyonewhofailstomentionhisisoutof

thecircle.Thelastpersonbecomesthewinner

Thisstartercanbeusedforalmostallthesubjects.

Inmathematicsitiscalledthe"numberballgame".Example;Primenumbers,countingnumbers,even

numbersetc.

InEnglishandothersubjectsitiscalled"wordballgame"

19.IknowGame

"Iknowgame"issimilartotheballgame.Learnersandteacherformsabigcircleholdingeachother’s

hand.Theteacherstartsbysaying

A S
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Teacher:Iknowmycomputerparts,doyouknowyours?(Othertopicsinclude;actionwords,

qualifyingwords,primenumbers,importantpersonalitiesinourcountry,planetsofthesolarsystem,

bodypartsetc.)

Studentsrespond:Yeswedo

Teacher:mentionhis(monitor)

Anyonewhofailstomentionhis,isoutofthecircle.Thelastpersonbecomesthewinner.

30.Songs

Choosesongswhicharerelatedtothetopicorlesson.Sometimesitisdifficulttogetsongsthatrelate

directlytolessons.

Inthatcase,youcanformyourown

Examplesingsongslike:

A.Weclass1/2/3/4/5/6(choseapreferredclass)

Wecancount/write/rhyme/clapetc.(choosethepreferredactivity)

Wecancount/write1,2,3,4,5orABCDE

Wecancount/write6,7,8,9,10orFGHIJ

Weclass1/2/3/4/5/6cancount/writeverywell

B.Somethingpassthroughmybodytomyheart.

Chooselettersandwritethemontheboard.

Makesoundsandactionsoflettersasyousingthesong

C.Posi,posi,position

Totherightposi-posi,posi,position

Totheleftposi-posi,posi,position
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Tothefrontposi-posi,posi,position

Tothebackposi–posi,posi,position

Allthefourposi-posi,posi,position(4x)

21.Talkingcircle

Learnersformtwocirclessuchthatasmallcircleiswithinabiggercircle.

Membersinthesmallcirclefacemembersinthebiggercircle,andaskthemquestionstoansweron

theprevious/currentlessons.

22.Fishbowl

InaFishbowldiscussion,studentsseatedinsidethe“fishbowl”activelyparticipateinadiscussionby

askingquestionsandsharingtheiropinions,whilestudentsstandingoutsidelistencarefullytothe

ideaspresented.Studentstaketurnsintheseroles,sothattheypracticebeingbothcontributorsand

listenersinagroupdiscussion.Thisstrategyisespeciallyusefulwhenyouwanttomakesureall

studentsparticipateinadiscussion,whenyouwanttohelpstudentsreflectonwhatagood

discussionlookslike,andwhenyouneedastructurefordiscussingcontroversialordifficulttopics.A

Fishbowldiscussionmakesforanexcellentpre-writingactivity,oftenunearthingquestionsorideas

thatstudentscanexploremoredeeplyinanindependentassignment.

23.TownHallCircle

Thisteachingstrategymimicstheprocessofatownhallmeeting,wherecommunitymemberstake

thefloortosharetheirperspectiveonatopicofconcern.Usingthisformat,studentshavethe

opportunitytosharetheirdifferentperspectivesbytappingintoandoutofthegroupconversation.

Studentsoftencomeawayfromthisexperiencewithagreaterappreciationforhowourperspective

canlimitthefactswehaveatourdisposalandtheopinionswehold.Bylisteningtoothers’ideas,

studentsbroadentheirunderstandingoftheworldinwhichtheylive.
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24.Look-Say-Cover-Write-CheckGame

Thisisaspellinggame.Wordsarewrittenonflashcards.Thewordsareshowntothepupilsto

observethemforsometime.Latertheteacherremovestheflashcardsandpupilswritetheword

frommemory.Theteacherthenbringbacktheflashcardswiththewordsforpupilstocheckandsee

whethertheyhadthewordrightorwrong.

25.Read-Cover-WriteGame

Putwordcardsonthetable/floororabowl.Apupilpicksawordcard,readstheword,coversit/

turnsitoverandwritesthewordontheboardorbook.Hethenpicksthecardagainandshowittothe

class.Theclasscheckstoseeifthewordiscorrect.Thestudentwiththecorrectnumberofwords

winsthegame.

26.SeriesOfQuestions

Teacherusesseriesofquestionstointroducehislesson

27.CountingDown

Thisstarterisappropriatewhentreatingnumberoperations(subtraction).

Exampleexplainthattosubtract12-2,thelearnerstartsat12andcountdownto2.Thatis

12,11,10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3..................(2).

Letstudentsknowthat,thesubtractingnumberisexcludedfromthecountdown

28.CountUp

Thisstarterisalsoappropriateforteachingnumberoperations(addition).
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Explainthattoadd9+2.Thelearnerstartsat9andcountsupto2.

Thatis.9,10,11

29.Doubles

Thisisappropriateforteachingnumberoperations(multiplication)

Calloutanumberbetween1and6.Example3.Learnersmustcalloutthedoubleof(2x)ofthat

number.Inthiscase6istheanswer.Tryoutmorenumbersingroupstocreatecompetition.


